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| (3) 
His MajesTizss Gracions Letter to the Parliament of Scotland, 
with the Speeches of the Lord High Commiſſioner, and Lord High 


Chancellor ; Together with the Parliaments eAnſwer to His 
MajesTiEs Letter. 


JAMES R, 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

He many Experiences We have had ofthe Loyalty and Exemplary Forwardneſs 
of that our Ancient Kingdom,by their Repreſentatives in Parliament Aſſembled, 
in the Reign of our deareſt and moſt entirely beloved Brother of ever Bleſſed 

Memory, made us defirous to call youatthis Time inthe beginning of Our Reign, togive 
vou an opportunity not only of ſhewing your Duty to Us in theſame manner, but hke- 
wile of being Exemplary to others in your Demonſtrations of Aﬀection to Our Perſon,and 
compliance with Our deſires, as you have molt eminently been in Times paſt, toa de- 
gree never to beforgotten by Us, nor (We hope} to be contradifted by your future 
Practices., That which We are at this Time to propoſe unto you, is,what 1s as neceſſary 
for your Safety as Our Service, and whar has a tendency more to ſecure your own Pri- 
viledges and Properties, than the Aggranditing our Power and Authority (though in it 
confiſts the greateſt Security of your Rights and Intereſts, thefe never having been in 
danger except when the Royal Power was brought too low to prote&them ) which now 
We are reſolved to maintain in 1ts greatelt Luſtre, to the end we may be the more en- 
abled to Defend and Prote& your Religion as Eſtabliſhed by Law, and your Rights and 
Properties (which was Our Deſign in calling this Parliament) againſt Phanatical Con- 
trivances, Murderers and Afſaffins, who having no fear of God more than Honour for 
Us, have brought you into ſuch difficultics asonly the Bleſſing of God upon the ſteddy 
Reſolutions ant Acttings of Our ſaid deareſt Royal Prother, and thoſe employed by Him, 
(in Proſecution of the good and wholſome Laws by you heretofore offered ) conld have 
ſaved you from the molt horrid Contufions and Inevitable Ruin, Nothing has been left 
unattemptedby thoſe wild and inhumane Traitors for endeavouring to overturn your 
Peace: And therefore We have good Reaſon to hope, that nothing will be wanting in 
you toſecure your ſelves and Us from their outrages and violence in time coming, and to 
take care that ſuch Conſpirators meet with their juſt deſervings, ſo asothers may thereby 
be deterred from Courſes fo little agreeable to Religion, or their Duty and Allegianceto 
Us. T heſe things We confidered to be of fo greatimportance to Our Royal.as well as the 
Univerſal intereſt of that Our Kingdom, that We were fully reſolved in Perſon to have 
propoſed the needful Remedies to you, ' but things having fo fallen out as render this im- 
poſſible for us; We have now thonght fit to ſend-our Right Truſty and Right entirely 
beloved Couſinand Counſellour William Duke of Queensberry to be Qur Commiſſioner a- 
mongſt you; of whofe Abilities and Qualifications We have Reaſon to be fully ſatisfied, 
and of whoſe Faithfulneſs to Us, and Zeal for Our Intereſt we have had Signal Proofs 
in the Times of Our' greateſt difficulties. Him We have fully intruſted in all Things 
Relating to Our Service, and your own Proſperity and Happineſs, and therefore you are 
to give him intire Truſt andCredit as you now ſee We have donez From whoſePrudence 
and your moſt Dutiful Aﬀection to Us We have fall Confidence of your entire Com 
pliance and Aſſiſtance in all thoſe Matters where he is inſtructed as aforeſaid, V Vedo 
therefore not only recommend untoyon, that ſuch things be done as are neceſlary in this 
Jun&ure for your own Peace, and the ſupport of Our Royal Intereſt, both at home and 
abroad, but alſo that you do them ſo ſpeedily as may Evidence to the World that you 
are (tillin theſame manner addiged tothe Royallntereſt, of which we had ſo much Exs- - 
perience when amongſt you, that we cannot doubt of your ful! and ample Expreſting 
the ſame on this occaſion 3 by which the great concern We have in- you Our Ancient and 
Kindly People may ſtill increaſe, and you may tranſmit your Loyal Actions (as Examples 
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of Duty) to your Poſterity. In full Cali whereof We do aſſure you of Our 
_— Favour and ProteRtion in all your concerns, And fo We bid you Heartily Fare- 
well. 

Given at Our Court at Whitehall, zhe 23th day of March, 1685. and of Our Reipn the 

foſt ear 
By His Kajeſties Command, 
DRUMMOND. 


The Speech of the Lord High Commiſſioner. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 
Is Majeſty has been pleaſed (o fully and obligingly by the Letter you have now 
heard to intimate his Royal pleaſure toyou, as what IT am ro ſay ſeems in a manner 
ſuperfluous, ſo Ineed not take up much of your time, nor ſhall I do more than touch a 
few things as briefly as is poſſible. | 

And in the firſt place, my Lords, This being the day of His Majeſties Coronation in 
our Neighbouring Kiggdom, you ſee he is no ſooner placed on the Throne of his Royal 
Anceſtorsthan he inclinesto have your advice in what may import the good of his Service 
and SubjeQs here 3 By which you ought not only robe convinced of the great confidence 
- His Majeſty hasinthe Loyalty of this his Ancient Kingdom,and their good Example to his 
other Dominions, but allo how fully he makes good his Royal Word and Dec!aration, 
tofollow (in his Reign) the Example of his late Majeſty of ever glorious Memory uns 
der whoſe ProteCtion and Government weenjoyed ſolong Peace and Quiet ; I fay ( my 
Lords ) as by calling you ſoſoon, - His Majeſty expreſſes great confidence in you, and 
ſeems {till mindful of the Zeal and AfﬀeQtion of the laſt Parliament for the Rights and Fre- 
rogative of the Crown, ſo (in aduereturn ) it isnot to be doubted, but you will upon 
this occaſion notonly exceed what has been formerly done, but alfo comply with all that 
can be propoſed for eſtabliſhing His Majeſties Greatneſs and your ownSecurity, and by 
this convince the World how ſenſible you are of the great honour His Majeſty has allow- 
£d you of being the firſt Parliament of bis Dominions ww dolſd. 

Lam in the next place totell you,that His Majeſty is very mindful of the Duty and Loyal- 
ty of this Kingdom to his Jlate Majeſty and himſclt, when be was bere amongſtus - And 
the better tocompoſe the minds of his faithful Subje&ts, Iam allowed toaſſure you of hi: 
Princely Reſolutions to protect and maintain the Religion and Government of this Churcl 
as they are now Eſtabliſhed by Law, and that he will take the Perſons and Concerns of 
the Regular Clergy into his ſpecial Care and ProteQtion 3 Andin order thereunto, I am 
togivethe Royal Aﬀent toſuch Laws and AQs as can be reaſonably propoſed, 

Iam likewiſe tolet you know, That His Majeſty will concernedly maintain your juſt 
Rights ard Properties according tothe Eſtabliſhed Laws of this Kingdom, and will not 
allow of oppreflive Arbitrary Rac Souldiersor others, And further His Ma- 
jeſty being ſenſible of the great decay of our Trade, has warranted me in His Royal 
Name to conſent to fuch Laws as can reaſonably be propoſed for recovery and improve- 
ment thereof. 

And, my Lords, to conclude what Tam to fay on this Subje&, His Majeſty is ſo con- 
cerned inthe Encou ent, Welfare and Proſperity of this his Ancient Kingdom, as 
He will not only do what can juſtly be defired or expeted for theſe ends, but even in 
Bufineſs of the Exciſe and Militia (lis immediat concerns,) I am warranted to go the 
greateſt lengths for your caſe and conveniency that the nature of theſe things can bear, 

and His Majeſties Serviceand your own Security will allow. 

And, my Lords, His Majeſty having in all things fo evidently diſcovered his gracious 
inclinations for the good of this Kingdom, and given us the fulleſt aſſurances ot. his Fa- 
vourand ProteRion that our heartscan deſire, what ſuitable Returnsand Acknowledy- 
ments can we make to ſo excellent and ea_—_— a Prince, who inall things relating 
to our quiet and proſperity preventsour very deſires z $0 if during his Reign ( which [ 

y God tomake long and glorious ) we be not the happicſt people in the World, we 
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Andnow the King having ſo fully done hisparrt, itconcernsyouinthe next place tomiad 
yours 3 And in order thereunto, I make nodoubt but you will aſfertthe Rightsand Pre- 
rogatives of the Ccown,andeſtabliſhthe Revenue as amply upon His Majeſty and his Laws- 
ful Succeilors as it was enjoyed by the late King or any. of his Royal Predeceflors; fince 
you cannot (in the lealt ) doubt but his Rayalcare for your repoſe and ſecurity will 
ratherexcced than fall ſhort of any of his Anceſtors. Butto uſe any further Arguments 
to incite you to v- hatisſo much your Duty and Intereſt, wereat the ſame time toqueſtion 
your Loyalty ard Zeal for His Majeſties Service, and your concern for the intereſt and 
honour of your Native-Country whoſe Repreſentatives you are, fo I ſhall not injure 
you, nor leflen your thanks by ſaying more upon this Subje. . TR. 

My. Lords , His Majeſty certainly. expeRs from the Prudence and Loyalty of this Par- 
liament, thar effeQual ways will be fallen upon for deſtroying that deſperate Phanatical 
and irreclaimable Party who have brought ' us to the brink of Ruine and Diſgrace, and 
are rro'tnore Rebels-againſt the King than Enemies of Mankind 3 Wretches of fuch Mon- 
ſtrous Principles and Practices as paſt Agesnever heard, nor thoſe to come will hardly be- 
lieve's What Indemnities and Acts of Grace and Clemency have they not Contemned 2 
And-all-the uſe they made ofthem has ſtill been to harden and confirm them in their exe- 
crable Villianies 5 and how 1ncont:derable foeyer they appear, aſſure your ſelves they 
ought not abſolutely tobe contemned , for if they had not ſupport and correſpondence 
not yet diſcovered. it is not to be ſuppoſedthey could have ſolong eſcaped the care and 
vigilance of the Government? It therefore concerns you both in Honor and Prudence,no 
longer todally with them, but that the utmoſt ſeverities be molt effeRually applied, and 
all wayes taken, both to find 'out their Favouters and retired-and ſecret Haunts. 

My Lords, I doubt not bur'all of yoa ſufficiently know' that ſome of onr Nation are 
deeply involved in the late Horrid Conſpiracy, who ( and ſomeothers for other Trealon- 
able Crimes and PraQices } are tobe proceeded againſt before this Parliament; The 
Evidence of their Guilt I ſhall leave toits proper Place and Time, and do uu doubt but 
His Majeſties Advocate will manage that weighty matter with ſuitable care and faithful- 
neſs: So all T ſhall farther ſay apon this SubjeR at preſent is, that if Almighty God ( who 
watches over the ſecuricy of Princes) had-not Miraculouſty Diſcovered and diſappointed 
thoſe the moſt Helliſh and Barbarous Defigns that were ever contrived, in Place of that 
Peace; Happineſs,and Tranquillity which we now Enjoy,theſe Kingdoms had certainly 
been at this day aSea of Blood and in all imaginable Miſery and Deſolation 5 which (be- 
ingevident beyond denia) ) will certainly provoke your and all good Mens Indignation 
aud Refentment againſt thoſe who can be reached, not only as Adviſers and Contriversof 
ſuch Villanies; but Concealersof them: And ſince our Honour and Security every wa 
ſeems abſolutely bound upin the Life of His Sacred Majeſty, ought wenot moſt - 
ly rogrant what the Exigencies of His mild and gentle Government requires? Eſpeciall 
ſeeing what we give is ſ{ti]l beſtowed upon our ſelves, and for maintaining us in our jr 
Rights and Poſicffions againſt the moſt cruel and Barbarous Deſigns of His and our Es 
And now my Lords and Gentlemen, in the laſt place touching my ſelfT ſhall notſay 
much, my uvfitneſsfor this Eminent ſtation is poſſibly more obvious to me thanro any of 
you 3 however fince His Majeſty has been Graciouſly pleaſed to place me in it, I amre- 
ſolved to ferve him boldly and firmly, and thereby labour to make up my othergreat 
defets: And asthis has (till been my PraRice in the other great 'TruſtsI have the Honour 
to carry under His Majeſty, fo I know His Goodneſs will always accept the fincere endea- 
vors of His Servants in place of greater Performances. | 


503 ail The Lord High Chancellor's Speech. 

My Lord: and Gentlemen, | 

A Frer what my Lord Commiſſioner hath ſo well repreſented to you, it will be very 
Y little peceflary for me to fay much. - | 1-F'*.4 

1 ſhall only take the liberty to put you in _ ( of what Ibelieve youare very + 

| | ble 


| (6) 
fible already) of themany obligations this Nation lies under to be-grateful toourgreat 
Monarch. | 

When by the Command of the late King, His Majeſty who now Reigns came firſt 
hither, what Diſorders, Diviſions, and Animoſttics found He amongſt us? To bring the 
ſtate of things into your proſpect as it was then, could not be-very grateful to you, nor 
pleaſing to me, but we all remember with joy how well He left us, and. by what eafie 
gentle ways He brought about the Eſtabliſhment of that Unity,whichwe were beginning 
to deſpair of: | | | 

Since thattime, how much we have been :1n His particular care, duting the Hippy 
Reign of that Excellent Prince His. Brother , of ever Blefled and Gloriqus Memory, is 
known to all the World. | : 

Butof all the inſtances of His Majeſtics Care for us, his Fayqur towards us, and his good 
Opinion: of us, this of Hiscalling us regether inthe very beginuing of kis Reagn, ( which 
God. grant may belong and proſperous ) that we- might have the opportunity of preſent- 
ing Him with the firſt Fruits of the Service of His Parliaments, and of becoming Excmples 
to His ather Dominions, is the greateſt and what we ſhould prize the mo(t, improving 
it as far as1twill go. | | 

When we conſider what ſtrange turns the extravagant Follics of ſome, and the'maſi- 
cious deviliſh Contrivances of others among us have taken, fince the laſt Meering/of 
Parliament, what Convulfions bave Attaced; the Body of-this Nation, and how vile a 
Ferment has raged in it, tohave our Advice calted for by. our Prince, how to provide 
proper Remedies for it, is the greateſt Honour, could be, put upon us, ...- ; 

That we may 'do what in Duty we are bound in return; Jet usJay afide all private 
Aims and Ends 3 for how can we hope to ſferye His Majeſty,; or promate 'the Intereſt of 
the Nation, while :qur Eye is direfied only towards our own-particular ? and let us with 
the Frankneſs and Cheerfulneſs of hoget $SCOTS MEM uſe ail poſhble meansfor 
Uniting-ofthe Nation, and the driving from amongſt us, whoever. will nat joyn with 
us upon ſuch Terms; as may conduce to the Advancementof the Honqur and Imereſt of 
our King and His Crown, and the Well-being of this our Native Gountrey, which we 
ſhould not ſuffer to be defiled and rendred contemprible. 40the whole World by enter- 
 taining'ſo Venemous a Baſtardly brood of willagous men, as have of Jate, to the reproach 

of $:#hed, and of Humane Noture it ſelf, maintained Principles, and ventured upon 
Practices not to be named amongſt any who haveever heard-ofa Government, ;much 
leſs of; Religion. | 

My Lords_ and Gentlemen. | | 

You all know whataCon(piracy bath been entered.into by ill men of both Kingdoms, 
againſt the Sacred Lives of the late King and his preſent Majeftie 5 and who but incarnate 
Devils could think of attempting any thing againſt ſuch preciepsLives#,-For whatPrince 
| in £8ryp, or the whole World, waseves like the late King, except His)Gloxiaus:Brother 
who 'now Reigns? and to have cut cff any of them, had been barbarousto a; degree 
of making 'us appearmore abominable then any people ever wete, but-far us tohave loſt 
both, had been our utter ruine, Yetagainſt both was the defign laid, and had ſucesd- 
ed, if that watchful-Providence, which hath often preſerved the two. Rayal-Brothers.in 
ſo many difficulties, had not defeated the ſucceſs, by an un-fore-leen accident;avd bad it 
ſucceeded, whae Confuſion, what Cruelty, what Blood, what -un-expreſlible Miſery 
had oyerflowed theſe -Kingdoms ? 7 EIS K 

But beſides this, we have a new Sed ſprung up amongſt us from the dunghil,- the 
very dregs of the people, who kill by pretended Inſpiration, and in ftead of The Temple 
of the Lexd, Yhe Temple of the Lord, havenothing in their mouths but The Wordof God, 
wreſting that bleſſed conveyance ofhis Holy Will to us, to juſtifie a practice ſuggeſted 
to them by him who was a Murtherer from the beginning, 'who having modelled them- 
ſelves iato a Common-wealth, ( whoſe Idol is that accurſed paper the Covenant, and 
whoſe-only Rule is to have none arall-) have proceeded to deolirethemſelves no longer 
His Majeſties Subjects, to forefeit all of ug who have the honour to ſerve him in any 
conliderable tation, and will be ſure ere long to do fo by: this great and hin 

; ourt, 


umphs of His Patience are not, His obſcureſt Glories; nor is tht forgiving of thoſe whoſe 


Court; It i; how to rid our ſelves of thele men, and of all who incline to their Princ 


they bring Reproach upon our Religion, and are our great Ln 7 LIES ol 
- Let us Por the ſake of our Allegiance, for His Majeſties Honvyr, for our Reputatic 


from the diſtribution of Juſtice between man ang, man, asto the improvingof our Trade 


. 


and Commerce abroad, and encouraging Induſtry and Fru ality at homes for'in all theſe 


and fucce, and of adverfity and oppoſition, of hazards and-toyle, and gf Authority. 
and @Gommand Nd throw werden ſeo Co enca an Hoveſty, in'thc Nrikeft adhering fo: 


| | i -m ovet« 
coming bravely, and ſhewing gentlenefs'to the yaniquiſhed 2 And IT mult bf the Tri 


virulent Tongues, would have Tainted bis Fame, if cheir malice could have reached it, 
whatis leaſt to be admired in him 3 what Reputation other Princes have faboured for, 
at the vaſt extent of Blood and Treaſure, and. the putting ofa conſtant confttaint upon 
themſelves, fits ſo eafie upon Himthat what they would have, He forces fromthe Con-- 
ſciences of his very Enemijesby His Merit, and it coſts Him nomore than to be Himſelf 
But this Theme is not for me, 1 do'Him wrong, and while it'may be at'this very mo- 
ment, He js receiving the Acclamations. of His 'good SubjeRs, inithe chief City of our 
Neighbour Nation, at the great Solemnity of His Coronation there, I am detraQting 
from Him here, by giving him toolow a Charader, | INUIT 

I ſhall onely add, that He gave to Subje&: the greateſt example of Loyalty and Obe-_ 
dience While He was one Himſelf; and now He is an example to all Kings in His Love, 
His Clemency, and Care towards his People, Let us give Him the returnofour Love, our 
Fidelity, and our Obedience. And ſeeing He takespleaſure innothing ſo much, as in our 
telicity and proſperity, let it be #1 additional tye upon usto advance His Honour and 
Greatneſs, by all the endeavoursof our Lives, without reſerve and with our whole For- 
tunes, which under His proteCtion we way ( if we pleaſe ) fo peaceably and comfortably 
enjoy. 


= 
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(8) 
The Parliaments Anſwer to His Majeſties Letter. 


May # pleaſe your Sacred Majeſty. | "A 
W- Majeſties gracious and kind remembrance of the Services done by this your 
ancient Kingdom, to the late King your Brother of eyer-Glorious Memory, ſhall 
rather raiſe in us ardent defires to exceed whatever. we have done formerly than make 
us conſider them as deſerving the Eſteem your Majeſty is pleaſed to exprels of them, in 
- your Letter to us dated the 28th of Merch. The death of that our excellent Monarch is 
ke; by. us toall the degrees of Grief that are. conſiſtent with our great Joy for the 
Succeſſion of your Sacred, Majeſty, who has not onely continued, but iecured the Hap. 
ineſs which His Wiſdom, His, Juſtice, and Clemency procured to us : And having the 
| 4D tobe the firſt Parliament which meers by your Royal Authority, of which we 
are very {cnſible, your Majeſty may . be confident. that wewill offer ſuch Laws as ma 
beſt ſecure your Majeſties Sacred Perſon, the Royal'F amily and Government, and be 74 
- exemplarily Loyal, as to raiſe your Honour and Greatne(s to the utmoſt of our power, 
Which we ſhall evereſteem both our, Duty and Intereſt, Nor ſhall we leave any thing un- 
done for extirpating all Fanaticſm,but eſpecially thoſe Fanatical Murtherers and Afſuihns, 
and for deteQting and puniſhing the late Conſpirators, whoſe pernicious and execrablede- 
didſo mnch tend toſubvert your Majeſties Government,and ruine us and all your Ma- 
- Jeſties faithful SubjeRs. Wecan aſſure your Majeſty that the SubjeRs of this your Majeſtics 
ancient Kingdom are ſo defirous to exceed all their Predeceſlors in extraordigary marks of 
_affetion,. and Obedience to your Majeſty, that -(God be praiſed) the onely way to be 
_ Popular with us, is to be eminently Loyal. Your Majeftics care of us when you took 
. usto be yqurſpecial Charge, ,your Wildom. in extinguiſhing the ſeeds of Rebellion and 
. Fattion,amongſtus,your Jaſtice which was ſo great,asto be for eyer exemplary, But above 
all, your Majeſties free and cheerful ſecuring to us our Religion when you werethe late 
King your. Royal Brother's Commithoner, ,now again renewed Wheu you are.gur Sove- 
Z are what your SubjeQs here can never forget., And therefore your Majeſty may 
& that we will think your Commands ſacred. as your: Perſon, and that your Incli 
- tion will prevent our Debates. - Nor did; ever my who repreſented our Monarchs as 
their Commiſſioners, (except your Royal Self J m reed greater Reſpett, or more 
F Pacensberry (whom your Ma- 


exat Obſervance from 2. Parliament, than, the Duke © 


jeſty basſo wiſely .choſen.to repreſent you in this ; and of whoſe Frere ptr and 
| | cen ſo many pr 1 


| great Abilities in all bis former Employments,this Nation ha 
nd from, | tj May it Pleaſe your Sacred Majeſty, 

Tow Majeſties mat Humble, oſt Faithful, and moit obedient Sul jets and Servants, 

In name of the Parliament, Sic Subſcribitur, 'PERTH Cancell. Z.P.D, Parl. 


At Edinburgh the 28th of 4pril, 2685, 


